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January 14, 2026

VIA EMAIL (terrebonnesanitary@gmail.com) 

Terrebonne Sanitary District 
ATTN: Katie Stratton, Secretary
PO Box 2171 
Terrebonne, Oregon 97760

 

Re: Legal Representation Agreement

Dear Ms. Stratton: 

Thank you for choosing Cable Huston LLP to provide legal advice to Terrebonne 
Sanitary District (“Terrebonne”) related to our representing you as general counsel. 

This letter and the accompanying General Terms of Engagement set forth the terms 
governing Cable Huston’s representation.  Please review both documents and, if the terms are 
acceptable, please have a copy of this letter signed and returned to me.  A copy of the letter with 
a scanned signature sent by e-mail in .pdf format is sufficient.

I will be the primary attorney working with Terrebonne. My rate for providing general 
counsel services is $350 per hour.  We bill our time on a 1/10-hour basis. Occasionally, it may 
make economic sense to use another attorney or a paralegal to assist with the work and I will get 
your approval before doing so.  

No retainer deposit is required at this time. However, the firm reserves the right to 
request a deposit against fees in the future event of a significant increase in anticipated work, 
such as a litigation matter, or if invoices are not timely paid.

Our firm will generally send a bill monthly to you for legal services performed in the 
preceding month.  Our standard terms require payment within thirty (30) days after the bill is 
received.  I will review the bill each month to make sure it accurately and fairly reflects the work 
performed.  If you have any questions about a bill, please call me.  If payment is not timely made 
for a bill, our firm reserves the right to withdraw from its representation.   
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If you have any questions about this letter or the General Terms of Engagement, please 
give me a call.  Thank you for asking Cable Huston to assist with this matter.  I appreciate the 
opportunity to work with you.    

Very truly yours,

 

Eileen Eakins 

EGE:ah 
Attachment 
CC: Guy Vernon, guyvernon@me.com  

IT IS SO ACCEPTED AND AGREED ON BEHALF OF:  

Client: Terrebonne Sanitary District 
 

X__________________________________________ 

By:     ______________________________________ 

Title:  ______________________________________ 

Date:  ______________________________________ 
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GENERAL TERMS OF ENGAGEMENT 

1. Professional Undertaking. I will have primary responsibility for legal work 
undertaken on your behalf.  Other attorneys and paralegals in the office may be used in this 
matter in the best exercise of our professional judgment.  We will endeavor to assist you in a 
professional manner and to the best of our abilities, but we cannot guarantee the outcome 
of any given matter.

2. Fees.  When establishing fees for services that we render, we are guided 
primarily by the time and labor required.  We internally assign to each lawyer an hourly rate 
based on the ability and experience of the lawyer or lawyers in our firm who perform the 
services.  The hourly rates established for the principal lawyers involved in representation of the 
client are provided in your legal representation agreement letter. 

Our internal hourly rates change periodically to account for increases in our cost of 
delivering legal service, other economic factors, and the augmentation of a particular lawyer's 
ability and experience.  Any such changes in hourly rates are recorded on monthly bills without 
any separate notice, and are applied prospectively, as well as to unbilled time previously 
expended.  We record and bill our time in one-tenth-hour (six minute) increments. 

3. Out-of-Pocket Expenses.  In addition to legal fees, our bills will include out-of-
pocket expenses that we have advanced on your behalf and our internal charges (which may 
exceed direct costs and allocated overhead expenses) for certain support activities.  Advanced 
expenses generally will include such items as travel, postage, filing, recording, certification, and 
registration fees charged by governmental bodies.  Our internal charges typically include such 
items as courier services, certain charges for terminal time for computer research and complex 
document production, and charges for photocopying materials sent to the client or third parties 
or required for our use.  We may request an advance cost deposit (in addition to the retainer 
deposit) when we expect that we will be required to incur substantial advanced costs on 
behalf of the client. 

During the course of our representation and with your specific authorization, it may be 
determined to hire third parties to provide services on your behalf. These services may 
include such things as consulting or testifying experts, investigators, providers of computerized 
litigation support, and court reporters. Because of the legal "work product" protection afforded 
to services that an attorney requests from third parties, in certain situations our firm may 
assume responsibility for retaining the appropriate service providers.  Even if we do so, you will 
be responsible for paying all fees and expenses directly to the service providers or reimbursing 
us for these expenses.

4. Retainers.  For new clients, we require a retainer deposit.  Any such advance 
payment is held by us in our client trust account.  You agree we have the right, without notice 
and in our own discretion, to apply all or a portion of such funds against past due billings or 
other amounts owing to us.  In the event we draw against an advance payment, we reserve the 
right to suspend work on your behalf until such time as the deposit is replenished in full.  The 
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balance of any advance payment against future billings remaining at the conclusion of a matter 
for which we have been paid in full will be refunded to you.  

5. Trust Account.   All trust deposits from clients (including retainer) are held in 
a client trust account.  By court rule in Oregon, funds deposited to a trust account are 
subject to IOLTA (Interest on Lawyer's Trust Account) participation.  The only exception is 
when the deposit is large enough to earn interest in excess of bank and administrative costs.  
IOLTA funds are used to support law related charitable and educational activities.

The firm’s trust account is held at the Bank of America.  Our trust account is an  
FDIC insured account.  Your funds being held in our trust account count towards the 
maximum FDIC insurance amount of $250,000 available for accounts held at the Bank of 
America.  If you have additional funds in the same institution approaching or exceeding the 
insurable limit, you may wish to make other arrangements so that all of your deposits there 
will remain insured.   

6. Billings.  We bill periodically throughout the engagement for a particular matter, 
and our periodic bills are due when rendered.  If our fees are based primarily on the amount of 
our time devoted to the matter, our bills will be rendered monthly.  Our bills contain a 
concise summary of each matter for which legal services are rendered and a fee is charged. 

If our bills are not paid in a timely manner, we reserve the right to discontinue services.  
Additionally, if a bill has not been paid within 30 days from the date of the bill, we may impose 
a late charge of 1.5 percent per month (an 18 percent annual percentage rate) from the 30th 
day after the date of the bill until it is paid in full. Late charges apply to specific monthly bills 
on an individual bill basis.  Any payments made on past due bills are applied first to the oldest 
outstanding bill.  We are entitled to attorneys' fees and expenses if collection activities are 
necessary. 

7. Questions About Our Bills.  We invite you to discuss freely with us any 
questions that you have concerning a fee charged for any matter. We want our clients to be 
satisfied with both the quality of our services and the reasonableness of the fees that we charge 
for those services.  We will attempt to provide as much billing information as you require and in 
such customary form that you desire, and are willing to discuss with you any of the various 
billing formats we have available that best suit your needs. 

8. Relationships with Other Clients.  Because we are a full-service law firm with 
many clients, we may be (and often are) asked to represent a client with respect to interests that 
are adverse to those of another client who is represented by the firm in connection with another 
matter.  Just as you would not wish to be prevented in an appropriate situation from retaining 
a law firm that competes with Cable Huston LLP, our firm is not prevented from representing 
other persons who may be competitors in your industry or who may have interests that are 
potentially adverse to yours, but with respect to matters that are not related in any way to our 
representation of you. 
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9. Termination.  You have the right to terminate our representation at any time.  
We have the same right, subject to our obligation to give you reasonable notice to arrange 
alternative representation and, if required, to obtain permission of the judge before whom a 
litigation matter is pending.

10. Files. You have the right to the contents of your files at any time; however, your 
rights are subject to our statutory lien for unpaid attorney fees and costs.  You consent to and 
agree that we can destroy your file if ten or more years have passed since your last contact with 
this firm.  If we represent you on an ongoing basis involving different matters, you consent to 
and agree that we can destroy the file for any particular matter if it has been completed for ten or 
more years provided we first notify you that we intend to destroy the file and you have not given 
us contrary instructions within thirty days.   “Files” for this purpose include electronic and paper 
files. 

11. Privacy/Confidentiality Policy.    Attorneys have been and continue to be bound 
by professional standards of confidentiality that are even more stringent than other privacy laws. 
We have always protected your right to privacy and will continue to do so. 

In the course of providing legal advice to you, we may receive significant personal 
financial information about you, which we retain to assist you with your professional needs and 
in, some cases, to comply with professional guidelines.  We want you to know that all 
information that we receive from you is held in confidence, and is not released to people outside 
the firm, except as agreed by you, or as required under applicable law.  To accomplish this, we 
maintain physical, electronic, and procedural safeguards that comply with our professional 
standards. 

12. Acceptance of Terms of Engagement. Your agreement to this engagement 
constitutes your acceptance of the foregoing terms. If any of these terms are unacceptable to 
you, please advise us now so we can resolve any differences and proceed with a clear, complete 
and consistent understanding of our relationship. 


